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Title:   Editorial Writing
Overview and Rationale

The lesson is introduced  by opening a classroom discussion on editorial ideas.   Students feel passionate about many concepts or ideas.  Challenge them to create a list of ideas they feel strongly about. 

Journalism students will watch one of two movies;  “Finding Forrester” or “To Kill a Mockingbird.” 

Goals for Understanding

Prior Knowledge:  Students should have read and been engaged in class discussion of editorial style (see  reference, “Journalism Today”, Fifth Edition, Section IV, Chapter 13, pp. 378-300).

Prior Reference:  Editorial Evaluation Checklist should be posted in classroom, “Journalism Today”, Fifth Edition, Section IV, Chapter 13, Editorial Checklist p. 302.

· Essential Questions 

· How can editorials be empowering? 

· How could an editorial change policy in schools, government and society?

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· What are extraordinary circumstances that can compel change in our society are based on the persuasive voice or the written word?

· Can you recall a past experience that empowered you or someone you know?

· Evaluate the power of personal reflection and inspiration from others.

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class)

· Students will brainstorm editorial concepts that challenge them to speak up in regard for another person’s constitutional rights.

· Students will discuss a time when they have persuaded someone in authority to change their minds.

· A brainstorming session will begin, and a scribe will list these.

· List of these ideas will be posted around the classroom (post-it-note posters are great for this project.)

· Keep the classes brainstorming list posted throughout the lesson plan.

· The teacher will give an introduction to the movie “Finding Forrester” or “To Kill a Mockingbird” (i.e. timeline, social-economic)

Activity 2 (One 50-minute class)

· Two 15-minute segments of the movie should be shown with a two-minute reflection break.  

· Students will break into groups of three.

· Students are required to come up with six editorial ideas per group.

· Teacher will create one folder for each group to record their responses.

· Students will receive prepared manila folders to list their group’s names and six editorial concepts.

· Students will place editorial ideas in their group folder

· Folders will be in a centralized location and not taken out of the classroom.

· Fifteen minutes will be spent in group documentation and brainstorming session.

Activity 3 (One 50-minute class)

· Lab time is provided  for students to write editorial

· Each student will choose a different editorial within his and her group.

Activity 4  (One 50-minute class)

· Students will peer edit each other’s draft and offer each other suggestions and comments on their drafts.

· Each draft will have two peer-edit reviews.

· Students will refer back to posted rules of Editorial Style.

Assessment (One 50-minute class)

Students will finalize draft, spell check, place final draft in group folder and write a short paragraph evaluation of lesson plan.
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